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FOREWORD 
 
The Major Project and accompanying Major Project Report were undertaken in partial fulfillment of the degree of 
Master of Environmental Studies.  The area of concentration of this degree, entitled "Rural Livelihood 
Sustainability," reflects an investigation into the roles and abilities of community-based natural resource 
management, livelihood approaches, and participatory research methods in facilitating sustainable rural livelihoods.  
The Major Project forms the practical component of the Plan of Study, and is informed by a theoretical and 
philosophical understanding of community-based natural resource management, the Sustainable Livelihoods 
concept, and praxis research methodologies gained through course work, independent studies, internship experience, 
and various conferences and workshops.  This project serves as a strategy for fulfilling the learning objectives to:  a) 
explore and test a livelihoods approach; b) gain insight into the numerous factors affecting rural life in the 
Cambodian context; and c) employ various participatory research methods to learn about livelihoods.  Livelihoods 
research considers the workings and dynamics at various scales, therefore the Major Project and Report reflect 
process, activities, lessons learned, and implications of research largely at a community level, while the 
accompanying photostory posters provide additional detail and insight at the individual and, associatively, 
household scales.    
 
Any errors or misrepresentations in research or reporting are the author's alone. 
 
(NOTE:  All appendices written and produced by the author.) 
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